ENERGY MATTERS

News, Resources, & Answers for Cleco Customers

According to the Consumer Product Safety
Commission, about 40,000 home fires each year are
caused by home electrical systems. If your home has
not been inspected in 40 years, or is 10 or more
years old and has had major renovation or the
addition of a major new appliance, you should
schedule an electrical inspection. Electrical systems
wear out and should not be taken for granted.
Check the condition of your home’s system regularly
and make improvements and repairs when needed.

If you have a fireplace in your home, be sure the damper fits tightly
and remember to always close it when the fireplace is not being
used. Open dampers allow the natural draft of chimneys to pull
warm air out in winter and cool air out in summer, wasting energy
and increasing your heating and cooling bills.

Below are some warning
signs of potential hazards:

Fuses need constant replacement or circuit
breakers require frequent resetting

Bright flashes of light or showers of sparks
anywhere in your electrical system

Overheating of parts

(Switch plates, outlet covers, cords and plugs may
be warm, but should never be too hot to touch or
discolored from the heat.)

Odors from burned or overheated wires
(This often smells like hot insulation.)

Cut, broken or cracked insulation around wires

Electrical shocks
(Even a mild tingle may be a warning sign. )
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