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ENERGY MATTERS
News, Resources, & Answers for Cleco Customers
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in the community

Stay away from 
downed power lines
Spring is the season for thunderstorms and that can mean power 
outages and downed power lines. To stay safe around a downed 
power line, follow these steps:

 Always assume the line is energized.

 Stay away from the line and anything the line may 
 be touching.

 Keep others away and call Cleco or 911.

Saving energy 
in the kitchen
A typical home uses 600-1200 kilowatt-hours per 
year for refrigeration and freezing. To become more 
energy efficient with refrigeration in your home, 
follow these tips: 

• Keep your refrigerator at 37°- 40° F and your freezer at 5° F. 

• Keep your refrigerator filled to capacity, but don't overcrowd to the 
 point where doors cannot be closed or air cannot circulate. 

• Vacuum the condenser coils (underneath or behind 
 the unit) every three months or so. 

• Replace worn door gaskets. Check the condition of 
 door gaskets by placing a dollar bill against the 
 frame and closing the door. If the bill can be pulled 
 out with a very gentle tug, the door should be 
 adjusted or the gasket replaced. 

• Don't put uncovered liquids in the refrigerator. The liquids give off 
 vapors that add to the compressor workload. 

• Allow hot food to cool off before putting it in the refrigerator. 

• Plan ahead and remove all ingredients for each meal at one time.

Safety law 
reminder
The Louisiana Legislature 
enacted the High Voltage 
Overhead Power Line Safety 
Act in 2001. Under this act:

Louisiana law prohibits any 
unauthorized persons from 
working, including moving 
equipment, within ten feet 
of any high voltage 
overhead line.

If any unauthorized person 
intends to work within ten 
feet of any high voltage 
overhead line, the person 
responsible for the work to be 
done must notify the owner or 
operator of the high voltage 
overhead line 48 hours prior to 
commencing work.

Work shall be performed 
only after satisfactory 
mutual arrangements have 
been completed between 
the owner or operator of the 
high voltage overhead line 
and the person responsible 
for the work to be done.

Cleco employees in 
Mansfield participated in 
the local American Cancer 
Society Relay for Life event. 
(from left) Marty Smith, 
Carolyn Nervis, Monica 
Coffey, John Freeman, 
Terri Thevenote, and 
Tresha Grigg.

An Arbor Day event in February 
marked the kickoff of a community 
reforestation partnership among 
Cleco and several Central Louisiana 
organizations. Pictured are Tioga 
High School students with Greg 
Coco, Cleco general manager of 
transmission services, in white shirt, 
and Kier Klepzig, a Pineville Tree 
Board member, as students prepare 
to plant several hundred pine 
seedlings at the new Ward 9 
Sportsplex.

Spring safety tip >

Before using electric yard tools, check to make 
sure cords are in good condition. A frayed or 
cracked cord could cause a shock or fire. 
Replace old and damaged extension cords 
with new ones with the certification label of 
an independent testing laboratory.

Cleco employees Steve Segura, Peggy 
Aucoin and Kim Lockett serve red beans 
and rice at a Rotary Club fund-raiser in 
New Iberia.

Cleco’s Roxane Barnes talks to seniors in 
Slidell about energy conservation. Cleco 
energy conservation kits were given to all 
those who attended the presentation.


